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ISLAMABAD: More than 100 Pakistani Baloch dissidents have been sent to India by the Indian consulate
located in Kandahar (Afghanistan) for six-month training, The News learnt here on Friday.

“We have credible reports that the Indian consulate in Kandahar dispatched more than 100 Pakistani Baloch
dissidents during the second week of December 2009 for six-month training in India,” an intelligence source
told The News on condition of anonymity.

The source said the men sent for training in India were selected from areas bordering Pakistan as well as
Baloch nationals residing in different camps in Kandahar maintained under arrangements of the Afghan and
Indian intelligence operatives.

“They have been promised a monthly salary of $500-1,000 on their return to Afghanistan,” the source said.
“They will be imparted training in the fields of sniper shooting, handling of technical equipment such as GPS, 

wireless sets and intelligence gathering techniques,” he added.

The source said they had credible reports that upon completion of training under the Indian trainers, half of
the strength of the anti-Pakistan elements would report to Commander Abdul Raziq, in charge of Sarhadi
Leva (border police) in Spin Boldak close to Chaman while the remaining strength would be placed under
Sarhadi Leva post commander in Shorawak district of Kandahar.

“Our informers have also revealed that the handlers of the dissident Baloch elements plan to assign different
targets in Balochistan and Sindh provinces to the trained Baloch militants for sabotage and terrorist activities,”
the source said.

When contacted for comments, Lt Gen (retd) Hamid Gul, former director-general of the Inter Services
Intelligence (ISI), said it might not be the first batch of Baloch dissidents sent to India for training. 

He said that India, the arch-rival of Pakistan, was supporting the Baloch dissidents for the past many years.

“The Indians are sitting right at our back and initially they deployed nearly 20 intelligence detachments with a
fulltime brigadier being in charge of these detachments,” he said, quoting his own sources in Afghanistan. 

The RAW network has been operating in Pakistan since long and it is not surprising that they have hired the
Baloch dissidents to destabilise Pakistan, the former general stated. 

“Ever since the Taliban were ousted from power and foreign troops landed in Afghanistan in late 2001, the
Indians have been using the Afghan soil for sabotage and terror acts in Pakistan,” he said.
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